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15. Historical Background of the New Testament

1. Purpose of the Lecture

To understand the political, social, and religious context in which the



New Testament was written.

1) To grasp the historical background of Jesus and the apostles' ministry.
2) To provide insight into the first—century world necessary for interpreting
Paul’s epistles and the Gospes.

2.

Overview of the Intertestamental Period

1) Persian Empire (539-331 BC)
(1) Return of the Jews from exile and the rebuilding of the Temple
(2) Reforms of Ezra and Nehemiah

2) Hellenistic Period (331-167 BC)
(1) Conquests of Alexander the Great and spread of Hellenism
(2) Conflicts between the Seleucid and Ptolemaic kingdoms

3) Maccabean Revolt and Hasmonean Dynasty (167-63 BC)
(1) Antiochus Epiphanes’ persecution of Judaism
(2) Revolt led by Judas Maccabeus and the rededication of the Temple
(origin of Hanukkah)

4) Roman Rule (63 BC — AD 135)
(1) Conquest of Jerusalem by Pompey (63 BC)
(2) Rise of Herod the Great and his rule over Judea
(3) Political context during the ministry of Jesus

3.

Religious Background

1) Four Major Jewish Sects
(1) Pharisees: Emphasized the Law and traditions
(2)
(3) Essenes: Lived in isolated communities, linked to Dead Sea Scrolls
(4)

Sadducees: Centered on the Temple, denied resurrection

Zealots: Advocated armed resistance against Rome

2) Sanhedrin
(1) The supreme religious and legal council of the Jewish people
(2) Played a role in the trials of Jesus and Paul

3) Role of the Synagogue




(1) Centers for worship, education, and exposition of the Law
(2) Key locations for Paul’s missionary outreach

4. Social and Cultural Background

1) Influence of Hellenistic Culture
(1) Koine Greek as the common language
(2) Influence of Greek philosophy, literature, and urban life

2) Roman Administration and Road System
(1) Pax Romana(Roman Peace) provided political stability
(2) Well-developed road networks enabled missionary journeys

3) Diaspora Jews
(1) Jewish communities scattered across the Roman Empire

(2) Provided a foundation for the spread of the Gospel

5. Implications for New Testament Interpretation
1) Jesus’ teachings and parables are best understood in the Jewish
religious context.
2) Paul’s letters were written within the framework of Greco—Roman
culture and philosophy.
3) The Book of Revelation reflects the persecution of Christians under
the Roman Empire.

This lecture serves as a foundational component in seminary education,
pastoral training, and discipleship programs.

If you would like, | can prepare this material in the form of:
PowerPoint slides
PDF/Word lecture notes
Sermon manuscript
Video script



