Week 3 The Trinitarian Controversy

1. Overview
1) The early Church struggled to understand and explain the truth that
God is one yet revealed as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2) This lecture explores the development of the doctrine of the Trinity
and the major controversies.

2. Learning Objectives
1) Understand the biblical foundation of the Trinity
2) Distinguish between heresy and orthodoxy
3) Learn how doctrine was established through councils

3. Key Content
1) Biblical Foundation
(1) Matthew 28:19
(2) John 1:1
(3) 2 Corinthians 13:14
(4) One God in three persons

2) Major Controversies
(1) Arian Controversy
@ The Son is a created being
@ “There was a time when the Son was not”
® Denies Christ’s divinity

(2) Athanasius’ Position
@ Same substance with the Father (Homoousios)
@ Fully God

(3) Council of Nicaea (AD 325)
@ Rejected Arianism
@ Affirmed the divinity of Christ

(4) Council of Constantinople (AD 381)



@ Affirmed the divinity of the Holy Spirit
@ Completed Trinitarian doctrine

3) Heresies
(1) Modalism: One God appearing in different modes
(2) Subordinationism: The Son is inferior

4. Theological Significance
1) One essence, three persons

2) Unity and distinction
3) Cooperative work in salvation

5. Application
1) Proper understanding of God

2) Foundation of worship and faith
3) Discernment against false teachings

6. Discussion Questions
1) Why is the Trinity essential?
2) Does Arianism exist today?
3) How does the Trinity affect Christian life?
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